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TAHDI Mission Statement 

In concert with AHDI, TAHDI 

promotes, supports, and encourages the 

medical transcription profession 

industry and chapters within the state of 

Texas through advocacy, networking, 

and education. 

 

TTT AAAHHHDDDIII    TTT iiimmm eeesss    

www.texasmt.org     

 

The TAHDI Spirit.    Pass it on!            June   2008  

From the President 

Okay, we did not get an overwhelming response to spotlighting 
the Texas-based MT schools this month.  We will keep this open 
and any readers that would like to recommend the MT school or 
MT business of their choice is encouraged to submit the logo and 
website info for future publication in our TAHDI Times.  
 
We want our TAHDI Times to offer information, education, 
motivation, edification, and recognition.  Please submit any 
articles, pictures, letters to the editor, or other information by the 
first of each month for publication by the 10th of each month.  
Thanks,  
Margaret Bridges 
 

Mark your calendar for June 28 to be in San Antonio! 

The educational event in San Antonio is set for June 28 
and is in the active planning stages at this time.  If you 
have any special requests or suggestions to be included 
in this event, please notify Jan Pandzik or Margaret 
Bridges ASAP.  The agenda and registration form will be 
placed on the www.TexasMT.org website as soon as it is 
available.  Please mark your calendar as this could be an 
excellent time for a family mini vacation as well.   

 

Best Quote of the Day!  Sometimes I lie awake at night, and I ask, "Where 

have I gone wrong?" Then a voice says to me, "This is going to take more than 

one night."  - Charles M. Schulz 

 

mailto:mbridgesmt@aol.com
mailto:ljohnsonwilliams@webmedx.com
mailto:fgoodman2@comcast.net
mailto:llmorgan@luccia-evans.com
mailto:patbtran@aledobb.com
http://www.texasmt.org/
http://www.texasmt.org/
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/29637.html
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Upcoming Event s 

June 9, 2008  Last day to register 

at e arly registration rate  for the 

Alamo Chapter Summer 

Symposium .  See registration 

form in this issue!  

June 14 , 2008  The Hottie TAHDI 

Credentialing Cup Study Group  

will continue their final studies in 

the BOS Student Workbook 

throughout June on Saturdays at  

noon with repeats and additional 

drills on Monday, Wednesday, 

and Thursday evenings at 9 PM.  

Many valuable tips and 

techniques will be shared and 

learned that will help you 

become an expert at completing 

the transcription of the snippets 

when taking the actual test at the 

testing center near you.  Just call 

in to the teleconference sessions 

by dialing 1 641 715 3200 and 

then dial in access code  575424 

followed by the # (pound) sign.  

Any MT is welcome to join us by 

calling in at our scheduled 

meeting time s AND/OR by 

sending an e - mail to tahdi_cct -

subscribe@yahoogroups.com  

asking to join this group if not 

already a member.  You are 

welcome to share any questions 

or concerns and also tips and 

techniq ues at our group 

teleconference sessions.  We are 

informal but informative and 

here to assist each other in 

becoming ready for the exam 

b etween  July 4, 2008 and July 

30, 2008.  For more detailed 

answers to any questions or 

concerns, please E- mail  
MBridgesMT@aol.com  ASAP.  

Great News! 

Our President-Elect Lisa Johnson Williams represented 
TAHDI in Washington, DC at the AHDI/MTIA Advocacy 
Summit!  Her first report is in this issue.   See page 8.  Be 
on the lookout for more information in future TAHDI 
Times as well from Lisa.  This will need to be an ongoing 
portion of our "component purpose" to help us promote 
awareness with our local and state legislative officials.  
Please do your part when the opportunity knocks. 

 

Did you receive our AHDI VITALS this past Wednesday 
night? 

Please call or e-mail Bethany Twist at AHDI Members 
Services BTwist@ahdionline.org.  Verify or include your 
current preferred mailing address, city, state, zip, phone 
number for home and work and most importantly your 
preferred E-Mail address!  Without the correct e-mail, 
you are missing a great deal of VITAL information for the 
successful MT!   

 

TAHDI COMPONENT WEB SITE INFO 
Please send all info to be posted to MBridgesMT@aol.com  

Alamo Chapter http://texasmt.org/Alamo.htm  

Big Country Chapter ς http://texasmt.org/BigCountry.htm  

Capital Chapter ς  http://texasmt.org/Capital.htm  

Golden Triangle Chapter ς http://texasmt.org/GoldenTriangle.htm  

Greater Dallas Chapter ς http://texasmt.org/GreaterDallas.htm  OR 

www.gdcmt.org 

Greater Fort Worth Chapter ς  http://texasmt.org/GFWC.htm  

Gulf Coast Chapter ς http://texasmt.org/GulfCoast.htm 

Rio Grande Valley Chapter ς http://texasmt.org/RioGrandeValley.htm  

 

mailto:tahdi_cct-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:tahdi_cct-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:MBridgesMT@aol.com
mailto:BTwist@ahdionline.org
mailto:MBridgesMT@aol.com
http://texasmt.org/Alamo.htm
http://texasmt.org/BigCountry.htm
http://texasmt.org/Capital.htm
http://texasmt.org/GoldenTriangle.htm
http://texasmt.org/GreaterDallas.htm
http://www.gdcmt.org/
http://texasmt.org/GFWC.htm
http://texasmt.org/GulfCoast.htm
http://texasmt.org/RioGrandeValley.htm
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Interesting websites 
Would you like to have a little fun and possibly become more 
organized in the process?  Take a picture preferably digital (if possible) 
of your current work area especially if you work at home.  Put this 
away just in case you should need it later.  Follow future TAHDI Times 
Tips for becoming better organized in the next six-months.  If you do 
not need help in this topic, please contact me ASAP as I absolutely have 
the best little volunteer job especially for you! 

To get started review this website for tips on Five Ways to Stay 
Organized. 

http://career -advice.monster.com/admin-careers/administrative-
support/Five-Ways-to-Stay-Organized/home.aspx 

Arthriti s: Types, Treatments, Medications, Glossary,  and links to 
other top conditions! 

http://body.aol.com/condition -center/arthritis/causes-
myths?icid=1615984953x1202538244x1200304663 

**********************************************************  

Welcome to the Auscultation Assistant! 

http://www.wilkes.med.ucla.edu/inex.htm  

The Auscultation Assistant provides audible heart sounds, heart 
murmurs, and breath sounds in order to help medical students 
and others improve their physical diagnosis skills. Since its 
creation in 1997, it has logged over 175,000 visits. 

**************************************** ******************  

http://www.grammarbook.com/interactive_quizzes_exercises.asp 

A great place to test your skills!   Interactive and fun! 

***************************************** *****************  

Please help us share any interesting web sites or MT-related 
articles monthly!  Simply send to MBridgesMT@aol.com with a 
subject line of "for the next "TAHDI Times" issue. 

 

 

 

 

 

June 28, Alamo Chapter 

Summer Symposium in San 

Antonio, Texas.  SEE the latest 

info at www.TexasMT.org  under 

EVENTS.   

 

July 4 ï The Hottie TA HDI Study 

Group  will be celebrating their 

official Phase 1 study group 

meetings and plan to complete 

their credentialing exams at 

Prometric testing centers prior 

to July 31, 2008.  To join the 

TAHDI credentialing cup team 

contact Margaret Bridges, 

TAHDI Pr esident 817 - 613 - 7707  

The Phase 2 Credentialing Cup 

Team will start on August 1 6 , 

2008 with completion date of 

December 31, 2008.  Look for 

more details in the July edition 

of the TAHDI Times . 

 

August 6 - 9  -  AHDI Annual 

Convention  & Expo , Hilton at 

Walt Disney World Resort, 

Orlando, Florida.  To register go 

to www.ahdionline.org .  

Register by June 1st for the 

early bird special registration 

rates.  

 

 

 

http://career-advice.monster.com/admin-careers/administrative-support/Five-Ways-to-Stay-Organized/home.aspx
http://career-advice.monster.com/admin-careers/administrative-support/Five-Ways-to-Stay-Organized/home.aspx
http://body.aol.com/condition-center/arthritis/causes-myths?icid=1615984953x1202538244x1200304663
http://body.aol.com/condition-center/arthritis/causes-myths?icid=1615984953x1202538244x1200304663
http://www.wilkes.med.ucla.edu/inex.htm
http://www.grammarbook.com/interactive_quizzes_exercises.asp
mailto:MBridgesMT@aol.com
http://www.texasmt.org/
http://www.ahdionline.org/


 4 

JUNE 14th GDC-AHDI CHAPTER MEETING 

Presbyterian Hospital Dallas 

8200 Walnut Hill Lane 

Southeast Conference Room 

Dallas, TX  75231 

9 a.m. ï Noon 

 

                             An Introduction to Gamma Knife 
 

Kyle J. Antes, M.S., DABR   

Director, Presbyterian Cancer Center - Dallas  

 

An overview of stereotactic radiosurgery in general and of gamma knife surgery in particular, followed 
by a tour of the Gamma Knife Center at Presbyterian Hospital Dallas.  (1.5 Clinical Medicine CEUs) 

 
 

Fireside Chat with the Family Doctor 
Douglas T. Stafford, D.O. 
Presbyterian Hospital of Dallas 
 

Dr. Stafford will tell us about his practice and career as a family physician. His office is located in 
Professional Building 3 at Presbyterian Hospital of Dallas.  He will explain his day to day activities as 
a family physician, the most common cases versus unusual cases, and why he chose to be a family 
physician versus a specialty. A question and answer session will follow. (1 Clinical Medicine CEU) 
 

ü    Past President, Dallas Academy of Family Physicians 2002, Vice President 2001, 

Treasurer 2000  

ü    American Medical Association Physiciansô Recognition Award  

ü    D Magazine, Best Doctorôs in Dallas 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006  

ü    Texas Monthly, Texas Doctors 2006  

NOTE:  If you are not a GDC member and you come to a Chapter Meeting, there will be a $5.00 charge.  Once 

you become a GDC member, you can attend meetings during the year without having to pay the non-member 

$5.00 fee per meeting. 

***Donôt forget to bring your CMT Quiz to the June 14th meeting for 1 clinical 

medical CEU.  Entries with all correct answers will be eligible for an additional 

prize.*** 

 



 5 

 

In this issue: 

(click links to navigate) 

 ASTM Committee on Healthcare Informatics 
Notes Use of CCR Standard in Google Health 
Beta Launch  

 Military Health System takes Privacy 
Compliance System in-house  

 MTIA/AHDI Advocacy Efforts Get Marketplace 
Attention  

 Let Your Voice Be Heard. Advocate!  

ASTM Committee on Healthcare Informatics 
Notes Use of CCR Standard in Google Health 
Beta Launch 

ASTM International Committee E31 on Healthcare 
Informatics notes the innovative use of the Continuity of 
Care Record within the Google Health application 
launched on May 20. Formally known as ASTM E2369, 
Specification for Continuity of Care (CCR), the CCR 
standard is an XML-based format for access to, transport 
of and interoperable exchange of core summary health 
information. The CCR is intended to support continuity of 
care, reduce medical errors and increase efficiency by 
eliminating duplication of tests and procedures. ASTM 
E2369 was developed by Subcommittee E31.25 on 
Healthcare Data Management, Security, Confidentiality 
and Privacy. Read the full ASTM International news story. 

Back to top 

Military Health System takes Privacy 
Compliance System in-house 

The Military Health System is hoping that migrating a 
Web-based information management tool to a centrally 
managed platform will increase its use and enhance the 
efficiency of its operation. 
 

June 4, 2008  

ñThink of your team as not just the 
people you pay, but as the people who 
pay you as well.ò  
 
ïFeargal Quinn 

 

 

 

Make Your Hotel Reservations 
for ACE 

The Annual Convention will be here 
before we know it! Reserve your room 
online at Hiltonôs ACE reservation site. 
You will automatically be given the 
special AHDI group rate of $156 per 
night for a single/double occupancy. 
The group rate is only available until 
July 7th, so make your reservations 
now! 
 
We have a dynamic selection of 
speakers lined up for this yearôs 
conference. As well, donôt forget to 
purchase tickets for Cirque Du Soleil 

mip://0428f550/default.html#first
mip://0428f550/default.html#first
mip://0428f550/default.html#first
mip://0428f550/default.html#second
mip://0428f550/default.html#second
mip://0428f550/default.html#third
mip://0428f550/default.html#third
mip://0428f550/default.html#fourth
http://69.7.224.88/default.aspx?pageid=1418&returnID=1418
mip://0428f550/default.html#backtotop
http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/ORLDWHH-AHD-20080806/index.jhtml
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The Protected Health Information Management Tool 
(PHIMT) was launched in 2003 by MHSô Executive 
Information and Decision Support (EIDS) office to help 
MHS comply with information privacy regulations, in 
particular those of the Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act (HIPAA). Currently, PHIMT has about 
2,200 active users.  
 
PHIMT is a commercial product that stores information 
about the disclosures, authorizations, and restrictions 
made for a patient and that can provide an accounting of 
information disclosures. PHIMT allows users to track 
requests for access to patient-protected health 
information. Read the full Government Health IT story. 

Back to top 

MTIA/AHDI Advocacy Efforts Get Marketplace 
Attention 

On May 15, 2008, the MTIA Marketing Committee issued 
a press release promoting both the associationôs 
involvement in the AHDI/MTIA Advocacy Summit and the 
release of the preliminary findings of Bentley Collegeôs 
medical transcriptionist survey report. This press release 
was circulated via wire service to major markets within 
and outside of the healthcare documentation and health IT 
domains. Click to view this press release: Critical Medical 
Records Workforce Shortage Brings Transcription 
Associations to Capitol Hill.  OR 
http://www.mtia.com/Downloads/PressRelease051408.pdf 
 
The official release to the press was a great success, 
receiving a total of 395 viewings as of May 30, 2008, all 
within a two-week period. That number includes editors-in-
chief of many healthcare publications and CEOs of 
healthcare and health IT organizations. A Google search 
alone yields 76 hits for our press release, indicating 
significant interest in this information. Both organizations 
should be proud of the efforts of their association leaders, 
particularly the MTIA Marketing Committee, who worked 
to disseminate this news in the marketplace as part of an 
ongoing commitment to brand the association as a leader 
in industry-relevant news and information.  

Back to top 

Let Your Voice Be Heard. Advocate! 

Join HIMSS for the 7th Annual HIMSS Advocacy Day in 
Washington, DC, held in conjunction with National Health 
IT Week ô08 and HIMSS Summit. Meet members of 
Congress, learn the latest advocacy techniques, 
understand how federal policy decisions may affect your 
daily job, and mingle with key decision-makers at the 
Advocacy Awards Reception on Capitol Hill. Every year 
AHDI is a co-sponsor of the HIMSS National Health IT 

on Friday, August 8 (no tickets will be 
sold for this event after July 1) and 
the Next Gen Luncheon on Saturday, 
August 9.  
 
Register for ACE online.  
Download an ACE registration form. 
 
Disney World tickets and discounts are 
also available for many of their theme 
parks and facilities. View the Disney 
World Meetings/Convention Ticket site.  

 

Upcoming Webinars 

To find out more about and register for 
any of the following webinars, click 
here. 

June 14 

Association Finance 
Presenter: Wendy Carriegan 
CEC Given: 1.5 Professional 
Development 
Registration Closes: June 7 

June 16 

CMT and RMT: Steps to 
Credentialing (FREE) 
Presenter: Kim Buchanan, CMT, AHDI-
F 
CEC Given: 1 Professional 
Development 
Registration Closes: June 12 

June 18 

Your Association, Your Benefits 
(FREE) 
Presenter: Kelly Kappmeier 
CEC Given: N/A 
Registration Closes: June 11 

June 20 

Interpreting ESL Dictation 
Presenter: Ellen Drake, CMT, FAAMT 
CEC Given: 1 MT Tools 
Registration Closes: June 13 

June 24 

Results from the 2007 Survey of 

http://www.govhealthit.com/online/news/350387-1.html
mip://0428f550/default.html#backtotop
http://www.mtia.com/Downloads/PressRelease051408.pdf
http://www.mtia.com/Downloads/PressRelease051408.pdf
http://www.mtia.com/Downloads/PressRelease051408.pdf
http://www.mtia.com/Downloads/PressRelease051408.pdf
mip://0428f550/default.html#backtotop
http://www.ahdionline.org/source/Meetings/cMeetingFunctionDetail.cfm?PRODUCT_MAJOR=ACE2008&FUNCTIONSTARTDISPLAYROW=1
http://www.ahdionline.org/scriptcontent/Downloads/ACE08RegForm.pdf
http://www.disneyconventionear.com/dreamsnondisney0207/index.php?associationname=Welcome+AHDI-+August+2008+Attendees&link=http%3A%2F%2Fdisneyworld.disney.go.com%2Fwdw%2Fcommon%2Ftickets%2Fbuildticketurlredirect%3FstoreID%3DDAD%26AssociationType%3DDW_MTGS_CONV%26category%3D%26AssociationID%3D3599821%26startDate%3D08%252F03%252F2008%26endDate%3D08%252F09%252F2008%26productGroupID%3Dnull%26effortCode%3D3599821%26HideCalendar%3DYes%26AssociationName%3DADHI%2BDI%2BProgram
http://www.disneyconventionear.com/dreamsnondisney0207/index.php?associationname=Welcome+AHDI-+August+2008+Attendees&link=http%3A%2F%2Fdisneyworld.disney.go.com%2Fwdw%2Fcommon%2Ftickets%2Fbuildticketurlredirect%3FstoreID%3DDAD%26AssociationType%3DDW_MTGS_CONV%26category%3D%26AssociationID%3D3599821%26startDate%3D08%252F03%252F2008%26endDate%3D08%252F09%252F2008%26productGroupID%3Dnull%26effortCode%3D3599821%26HideCalendar%3DYes%26AssociationName%3DADHI%2BDI%2BProgram
http://www.disneyconventionear.com/dreamsnondisney0207/index.php?associationname=Welcome+AHDI-+August+2008+Attendees&link=http%3A%2F%2Fdisneyworld.disney.go.com%2Fwdw%2Fcommon%2Ftickets%2Fbuildticketurlredirect%3FstoreID%3DDAD%26AssociationType%3DDW_MTGS_CONV%26category%3D%26AssociationID%3D3599821%26startDate%3D08%252F03%252F2008%26endDate%3D08%252F09%252F2008%26productGroupID%3Dnull%26effortCode%3D3599821%26HideCalendar%3DYes%26AssociationName%3DADHI%2BDI%2BProgram
http://www.ahdionline.org/Source/Meetings/cMeetingProcessSearch.cfm
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Week and Advocacy Day. As a co-sponsor, AHDI and 
MTIA members are encouraged to experience this event. 
View the agenda.  
 
Registration Fee: $25  
 
Register today. 

Back to top 

 

Medical Transcriptionists 
Presenters: Gary David, PhD and 
Donald Chand, PhD, Bentley College 
CEC Given: 1 Technology and the 
Workplace 
Registration Closes: June 13 

 

Event Count Down 

Only 63 days until the AHDI Annual 
Conference and Exhibition in Orlando, 
FL 
 
2008 Interactive ACE Schedule 

 

 

 
Vitals is sent to you by the Association for Healthcare Documentation Integrity and the Medical Transcription Industry Association. 

Copyright © 2008 AHDI and MTIA. 4230 Kiernan Ave., Suite 130, Modesto, CA 95356-9322  

 

 

IF THE ABOVE IS NEW TO YOU, THEN YOU NEED TO VERIFY 
YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESS WITH BETHANY TWIST ASAP.   

 

Bethany Twist 
Position: Component / Member Services 
Work Phone: Ext. 2464 
FAX: 209-527-9633 

E-Mail: btwist@ahdionline.org 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ahdionline.org/scriptcontent/downloads/AdvocacyDay08Agendav7.pdf
http://www.himss.org/advocacy/activities_advocacyday.asp
mip://0428f550/default.html#backtotop
http://www.ahdionline.org/scriptcontent/amhub.cfm
http://www.ahdionline.org/scriptcontent/amhub.cfm
http://www.ahdionline.org/scriptcontent/amhub.cfm
http://www.ahdionline.org/scriptcontent/aceschedule.cfm
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Meet Lisa Johnson Williams, 2008 TAHDI President Elect!!!  

 

Lisa Johnson Williams, CMT, AHDI-F has been a multispecialty medical transcriptionist for 14 years, 

having worked in hospital and physiciansô office settings, national MTSOs, as well as a several-year 

run as owner of a small MTSO. She obtained both RMT and CMT certifications in 2006 and her 

AHDI-F in 2007. She is an active member and supporter of the Association for Healthcare 

Documentation Integrity. She is currently employed as a  service team manager at Webmedx, 

having previously worked as Trainer, Lead QA and as an MT. 

 

Lisa attended Texas Christian University and Tarrant County College, both in Fort Worth, Texas, 

completing over 90 hours of course work toward a Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree. She 

received her medical transcription education at Iverson Instit ute of Court Reporting in Arlington, 

Texas and her transcription internship at Osteopathic Medical Center of Fort Worth, which hired her 

directly from her internship for her first job as a medical transcriptionist.   

 

She lives in Fort Worth, Texas. Her interests include her church, where she teaches Sunday School 

and her husband Frank plays in the band.  She enjoys crocheting, sewing, cross-stitch, gardening, 

reading, and riding motorcycles. Her family includes the love of her life, Frank, and 11 -year-old 

Kellie-Anne, and also 4 "fur -babies," Jambalaya, Sammy, Sunshine and Tigger, who don't seem to 

know they are cats. 

 

Lisa's 2008 Advocacy Day Experience   ( as promised)  

I was a first-time attendee at AHDIôs Advocacy Summit this year.  I was honored and proud to 

represent the Great State of Texas (not to be confused with the Great State of Confusion, which 

feels like my normal modus operandi).  I have to confess I was not sure what to expect.  I 

researched everything I could find ahead of time, including transportation availability and costs, and 

I made great use of the DC Metro subway and train system, which is an incredible convenience, 

including a shuttle bus to and from the Baltimore airport.  Paying $3.25 for the shuttle bus and $3.75 

for the subway and a free ride to the hotel from the train station was a big improvement over $50 

each way to utilize Super Shuttle from the airport!   

 

I did not expect the overwhelming friendliness of everyone I encountered while in Washington, DC.  

The locals know it is a big, fast, confusing place, and people go out of their way to point you in the 

right direction, provide insight on things to see and things to avoid, and are amazingly helpful and 

warm.  I realize that just to exist in Washington, DC is to have won the popularity contest called an 

election.  What is amazing is that everyone I encountered in every single congressperson or 

senatorôs office LISTENED to me, even though I found myself a little tongue-tied during the first few 

stops.  The senatorsô offices were the most gorgeous and welcoming environments.  The 

congressmenôs offices were not as glamorous, but their staffs were just as open and welcoming, 
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and names and business cards were offered without hesitation.  I had received an overwhelming 

response from the MTs of Texas to the request for letters, and I was proud to carry SIXTY letters to 

our elected officials in 22 legislative offices in 5 congressional office buildings around the Capitol 

building.  By the time I had located the 22nd office to drop off the last packet of letters and 

information in Congressman Sam Johnsonôs office, I was no longer tongue-tied but definitely was 

tongue-dried.  A legislative aide was so kind to offer me a glass of what had to be the best water I 

had ever tasted in my entire life.  I really expected just to be tolerated and ushered out in short 

order, but that never happened.  I expected to have to defend AHDI and its importance but people 

really wanted to hear what I had to say.  I realized that these elected officials and their staffs do not 

get to stay in their positions without being given accurate information about what affects their 

constituents at every level. 

 

I came into the Advocacy Day process too late to gain appointments with Texas congressmen, as it 

takes at least a monthôs prior notice for appointment scheduling.  I was fortunate, however, to share 

a room at the hotel with Cathy Baughman, AHDI Immediate Past President, and she invited me to 

go to an appointment she had with Illinois Senator Dick Durbanôs legislative aide for healthcare 

issues.  The aide was warm, receptive, and took a lot of notes as we discussed the bills for which 

AHDI is advocating (S.1693, HR 3800).  I heard AHDI Board member Jacque Taylor make the 

comment that you have to be licensed to do someoneôs nails, but anyone can walk in and transcribe 

a medical record that could affect the life of a patient.  Our legislators were uniformly very surprised 

that there is not some kind of required credential for such a critical aspect of the healthcare process.  

 

I came away from my day of delivering letters and packets of information with very sore feet and 

calves but with an even greater appreciation for the legislative structure of our government and the 

conviction that we do have the ability to have an impact on what happens in Washington, DC.  I was 

even more certain of the importance of advocating for our industry when, a week after the Advocacy 

Summit, I received an email from the senior legislative aide for Texas Congresswoman Eddie 

Bernice Johnson, stating that Congresswoman Johnson was going to cosponsor HR 3800, 

Promoting Health Information Technology Act. You can learn more about this bill by going to this 

link:  http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c110:2:./temp/~c1106BhRZH::   

 

President Abraham Lincolnôs immortal Gettysburg address ends with the words ñéthat government 

of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.ò  You and I are the 

people President Lincoln spoke of.  Washington, DC cares about what we have to say if we will only 

take the time and make the effort to say it.  I canôt wait for next yearôs AHDI Advocacy Summit.    

Submitted by Lisa Johnson Williams 

 
 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?c110:2:./temp/~c1106BhRZH
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Blood Clots/Stroke Indicators  

 

STROKE:  Reme mber The 1st Three Letters.... S.T.R.  

S * Ask the individual to SMILE.  

T  * Ask the person to TALK and SPEAK A SIMPLE SENTENCE 

(Coherently)  (i.e. It is sunny out today)  

R * Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH ARMS.  

If he or she has trouble with ANY ONE of these tasks , call 999/911 immediately and 

describe the symptoms to the dispatcher.  

** New Sign of a Stroke -  Stick out Your Tongue  

NOTE:   Ask the person to 'stick' out his tongue. If the tongue is 'crooked'  or  if 

it goes to one side or the other, that is also an indi cation of a stroke.    

Sometimes symptoms of a stroke are difficult to identify. Unfortunately, the 

lack of awareness spells disaster. The stroke victim may suffer severe brain 

damage when people nearby fail to recognize the symptoms of a stroke . 
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Welcome to this issue of "Dr. T's Timely Tips" by 

Dr. Tony Alessandra.  Please send your feedback 

to TA@alessandra.com!  

Eliminate your time-wasters  

In order to control your time, you have to know 
what you are doing with it now. The best way to 
determine this is to do an exercise that takes a 
maximum of a half an hour a day for 10 days. You 
will not have to go on a crash diet or run three 
miles a day, but I guarantee that by the last day 
you will have grown. You will look the same, but 
you will have grown (inside, of course). The insight 
you gain from evaluating your time usage is what 
you can base your time management goals on.  
 
Directions: Make 10 copies of this worksheet. For 
the next 10 days, answer questions at the end of 
each workday. Be as detailed as possible. Try to 
state specifically how you will make the next day 
better.  
 
1. What went right today? Why?  
2. What went wrong today? Why?  
3. What time did I start on my top priority task? 
Why? Could I have started earlier?  
4. What patterns do I see in my time logs?  
5. What part of my day was most productive? Least 
productive?  
6. What were my three biggest time wasters today?  
7. Which activities need more time? Which need 
less time?  
8. Beginning tomorrow, what will I do to make 
better use of my time?  

Here's to more personal insight,  

 
www.alessandra.com  

 
Share these ideas with others at work and in your personal 
life. Being a mentor and helping others is one of the most 
rewarding things you will ever do. They may get their own 
free subscription by going to 
http://www.alessandra.com/abouttony/timely_tips_signup.asp. 
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Component Leadership Resources 

 Mark your calendars for the following "have to do for AHDI" items. 

 WHAT?                                                DUE DATE 

Bylaws with revisions from the HOD      Feb. 15 

Liability Insurance Payments $75          July 15 

IRS Questionnaire                                 Aug. 30 

Election Results                                    Nov. 15  (Elections must be completed & results to National 

office) 

Annual Meeting Minutes                       Nov. 15 

 View the above in attractive PDF format at the following link. 

http://www.ahdionline.org/scriptcontent/Downloads/CompLeadComplianceDeadlines.pdf 

 ############################################################################### 

 From the Component Leaders Suggested Timeline  

 June Projects 

Å Confirm travel arrangements and members attending ACE. Finalize any plans for 

attendance and registration. 

Å Begin seeking new volunteers for 2009 leadership within your chapter. Donôt wait until 

the last minute!! 

 July Projects 

Å July 15th- Insurance payments are due to AHDI in the amount of $75. Please mail check to 

the national office at 4230 Kiernan Ave STE 130 Modesto, CA 695356. 

Å Place nominations for Officers in your newsletter. 

 View the 2008 complete list of above duites in attractive PDF format at the following link. 

http://www.ahdionline.org/scriptcontent/Downloads/CompLeadSuggestedTimeline.pdf 

 ############################################################################### 

 The AHDI Leadership Handbook for all Component Associations 

 Everything you were afraid to ask about Component Association Leadership! 

 http://www.ahdionline.org/scriptcontent/Downloads/CompLeadLeadershipHandbook.pdf 

 

############################################################################### 

 

 

http://www.ahdionline.org/scriptcontent/Downloads/CompLeadComplianceDeadlines.pdf
http://www.ahdionline.org/scriptcontent/Downloads/CompLeadSuggestedTimeline.pdf
http://www.ahdionline.org/scriptcontent/Downloads/CompLeadLeadershipHandbook.pdf
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Registration form follows on next page!  
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GDC-AHDI 2008 ANNUAL FALL SYMPOSIUM 

                                  October 11, 2008 
                                                                 Collin College 

                                            Central Park Campus 
2200 W. University Drive 

McKinney, TX 75070 
(972) 548-6790 

NAME:______________________                                 __________ AHDI#__________ 

ADDRESS: __________________________________                 ___________________ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS: __________________________________                 ___________ 

(E-mail will only be used for registration verification and communication about the event) 

 

REGISTRATION FEES             EARLY (by 09/30/08)            WALK IN (no lunch) 

AHDI and/or GDC Members  $65.00    $80.00 

Non-Members    $75.00    $80.00 

*Student    $45.00    $80.00 

Extra Lunch Ticket (for guest)   $10.00    not available 
*If Student, Name of School: _____________________________________________ 

5ŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άǎǘǳŘŜƴǘέ ŀǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ !I5L ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΦ  {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ !I5L ŎŀǊŘ ƻǊ ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘor to 

qualify for the student rates. 

 

____ Please check here if you are disabled and require special services. Attach a written description of your needs. 

 

Included in your registration fee are morning refreshments during our Welcome Activities and an on-site 

Luncheon at midday. Please inform us of any dietary restrictions and/or preferences early so we can do our best to 

accommodate them.  

 

QUESTIONS:  Connie Walls    972-396-9061     constance.walls@tx.rr.com    

Additional Information:    Website www.gdcmt.org/     GDC Email:  gdc_aamt@tx.rr.com   

 

Make check payable to GDC-AHDI and mail to: 

Janet Stiles 
424 Country Side Ln. 
Richardson,TX  75081    Total Amount Enclosed:  $__________ 
 
**Schedule subject to change up to and including day of event. 
***Please e-mail Connie Walls no later than Tuesday 10/07/08 if you intend to register at the door. 
 
REFUND POLICY: For cancellation prior to 09/30/08 for full refund, contact Connie Walls, President.  After 09/30/08, must be a 
family or personal emergency & approved at the discretion of the GDC Board of Directors.  Any request for refund must be 
submitted in writing to the GDC Treasurer. 
 
NOTE: Contributions or gifts to the GDC are not tax deductible as charitable contributions for federal income tax purposes; however, 
they may be deducted as ordinary and necessary business expenses. 

FOR GDC USE 
PAYMENT BY: Personal check __________ Date Received __________ 
  Business check __________     

 

mailto:constance.walls@tx.rr.com
http://www.gdcmt.org/
mailto:gdc_aamt@tx.rr.com
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GOOD LINKS TO SHARE:  

 

  

**************************************************************************************** 

A Great Recipe from  

 

MEET OUR  

 

ANSWERS TO TAHDI May MT Quiz  

07-12 provided  by 

 

 
1. Inflammation of the lung tissue, usually due to infection, is otherwise called what? 

A. asthma,   B. tuberculosis,   C. pneumonia,    D. pneumonoconiosis. 

 

2. The TRIQUETRUM is what? 

A. bone in the wrist,    B. tendon in the foot,        

B. C. valve in the heart,    D. lobe of the pancreas. 

 

3. The GAIL risk assessment measures risk for what type of cancer? 

A. bone,   B. colon,   C. breast,   D. testicular. 

 

4. Complete prolapse of the entire thickness of the rectum or other organs, is called what? 

A. hidradenitis suppurativa,  B hematopoietic chimerism,  

 C. bulbomembranous stricture.  D. procidentia 

 

5. Red yeast rice is being used to reduce what? 

A. cholesterol levels,  B. constipation,  C. high blood sugar,  D. CEA levels. 

 

6. A word meaning "swelling on of the lymph nodes in the groin or axillae" is what? 

A. hematopoiesis,   B. bubo,  C. bowenoid papulosis,  D. suprasellar meningioma. 

 

7. Acupuncture treatments may include which of the following? 

A. deficiency of heart yin,  B. shao-yin,  C. tai-yang,  D. all of the these. 

 

8. Which drug is brand name and REQUIRES a capital letter? 

A. captopril,   B. clonidine,   C. carvedilol,   D. catapres. 

 

9. Which of the following is normal after eating hot, spicy foods? 

A. hyperostosis,  B. gustatory sweating,  C. periorbital swelling,  D. hypoglycemia. 

 

10. Weber-Rinne tuning fork testing is normal at what Hz? 

A. 450,   B. 125,    C. 512,    D. 10-20.  

 
The above quiz was AHDI-approved  for  0.5 CEC. 

See the TAHDI June quiz below. 
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TAHDI June MT Quiz  

08-02 provided  by 

                  

1. Inflammation of the lung tissue, usually due to infection, is otherwise called what? 

A. asthma, B. tuberculosis, C. pneumonia, D. pneumonoconiosis. 

 

2. The TRIQUETRUM is what? 

A. bone in the wrist, B. tendon in the foot, C. valve in the heart, D. lobe of the pancreas. 

 

3. The GAIL risk assessment measures risk for what type of cancer? 

A. bone, B. colon, C. breast, D. testicular. 

 

4. Complete prolapse of the entire thickness of the rectum or other organs, is called what? 

A. hidradenitis suppurativa, B. hematopoietic chimerism, C. bulbomembranous stricture. 

 

5. Red yeast rice is being used to reduce what? 

A. cholesterol levels, B. constipation, C. high blood sugar, D. CEA levels. 

 

6. A word meaning "swelling on of the lymph nodes in the groin or axillae" is what? 

A. hematopoiesis, B. bubo, C. bowenoid papulosis, D. suprasellar meningioma. 

 

7. Acupuncture treatments may include which of the following? 

A. deficiency of heart yin, B. shao-yin, C. tai-yang, D. all of the above. 

 

8. Which drug is brand name and REQUIRES a capital letter? 

A. captopril, B. clonidine, C. carvedilol, D. catapres. 

 

9. Which of the following is normal after eating hot, spicy foods? 

A. hyperostosis, B. gustatory sweating, C. periorbital swelling, D. hypoglycemia. 

 

10. Weber-Rinne tuning fork testing is normal at what Hz? 

A. 450,  B. 125,   C. 512,   D. 10-20.  

Answers to the above will be provided in the July 2008 TAHDI Times. 

The above quiz will be AHDI-approved  for  0.5 CEC. 
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The Alamo Chapter of AHDI (AAMT)  

Spring Symposium  Saturday, June 28, 2008  
7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

Texas Neurosciences Institute (TNI) in the South Texas Medical Center 

4410 Medical Drive, San Antonio TX 78229ñfirst floor conference room 

 

"Technologically Yoursé.." 

 

8 ï 9:00 a.m.   "Critical Thinking in Business" 

Heidi Cothran, Adjunct Faculty, DeVry University 

 

9:15 ï 10:15   "The Paramedic in the world of Computer Technology" 

Engineer Deborah M. Foster, Public Information Officer,  Firefighter/Paramedic 

 

10:30 ï 12:00   ñElectronic Health Records in Ambulatory Careò 

Michael Stearns, MD, CPC   President of e-MDs, Inc.  

 

12:00 ï 1:15  Luncheon and Business Meeting 

 

1:15 ï 2:15  "Computer Security ï Hackers and Crackers, and should we be afraid?" 

John Pandzik, Security Plus, Pandzikdotcom 

 

2:30 ï 3:45   "From Technophobe to Technophile ï Computers are Really our Friends." 

Greg Ingraham, CompTIA A+, Ingraham Solutions 

 

Final Drawing for Door Prizes 

 

Five continuing education credits (CECs) will be available. 
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EARLY REGISTRATIONτmust be postmarked no later than Monday, June 9, 2008.  

Registration at the door is also provided, if that is more convenient.  INCLUDES BREAKFAST AND LUNCH! 

 

Registration fees: AHDI member -   $40  when registration submitted by 6/9 

      $50  late registration (and at the door) 

   Non-member -   $45 when registration submitted by 6/9 

      $50 late registration (and at the door) 

   STUDENTS  -  $10  (Enrolled in a Med Transcription  or Med Asst program.) 

 

Please remit registration fee payable to Alamo Chapter, AHDI, to Nancy Anacker at 

232 Stampede Ranch, Selma, TX 78154. Forward questions to Alamo Chapter President. Jan Pandzik  

11414 Whisper Moss, San Antonio, TX 78230. Phone at 210 -493 -2325 or email to 

jan@pandzik.com .  

 

Registration fees are not deductible as a charitable contribution for federal income tax purposes but may be 

deductible as a business expense.  

=========================================================================== 

NAME ____________________________________________________  AHDI # __________________ 

 

CHAPTER ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PHONE __________________________ EMAIL ____________________________________________ 

 

_____  Please check here if you are disabled and require special services, and include in writing how we can best   

            assist you. 

 
 
 
 

mailto:jan@pandzik.com

